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REF: MEXICO 3832 

Classified By: ACTING POLITICAL CHIEF ALAN MBLT2ER, REASONS: 1.4(B/D) 

1. (SBU) Sunmary: On Sunday, July 16, Party of the 
Democratic Revolution (PRD) presidential candidate Andres 
Nfanuel Lqpez Qbrador (AMLO, presided over a mass n«r^h and 
" informational meeting" at vhich he demanded a co«,rete 
natxonvxde recount of the results of the Mexican^esidintial 
election.. Estimates of the attendance at the event 
from 300,000 to 1.5 million. During th: rSjy? S^O «?Sd 
for a campaign of peaceful civic disobedience the ^ta^Js 

ifsSjen I ^ ^^^'^^ - <iemonstratrthi 

a^so c^JJL^f supporters on a complete vote recount. He 

supporters to conduct vigils outside the 

a?Ef "aS:Li"'r ^•^"^ ^^^^'-^ 

(IFE) , allegedly to prevent tampering with the ballot boxes 
being stored there. AMLO urged his supporters to attend " 
even greater numbers another march and rally scheduled for 
Sunday, July 30. A PRD contact confirmed tLt AMM Tad °o 

^raOT^"*™!!!*"^"^ electoral tribunal 

(TEPJP) conducts the nationwide recount he demands. End 
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A Hillion Man March? 



2. (U) On Sunday, July 16, AMLO led a mass march of 
supporters dovn Paseo la Refom*, Mexico City', leadina 
thoroughfare, terminating in a vast rally in the city 'I 
Zoealo, or central square. The PRD-led Mexico Citv 
Department of Public Security estimated the crowd at 1 1 
millxon, although other estimates of the crowd ranoed fr«» 
300,000 (MSNBC) to 700,000 (Notimex) to 1 I ^ilSof^the 
President of the PRD) . Although the actual turnout is likely 
to remain in dispute, by all accounts the turnout wai 
considerably heavier than at last week's event (ref A) which 
r^o^^^J"? 150,000-280,000. AccoiSTng [; ^r^ss 

r^orts, vhat may have been the largest crowd in Mexico City 
history maintained a festive air, and no incidents of 
violence were reported. A PRD contact characterized the 
event as a great success, noting that the demonstration was 
legal and peaceful, and carried out so as to cause as littl- 
xnconvenience as possible in the city. 

AMLO Calls His Supporters to Action 



3. (U) In his half -hour long remarks, AMLO called on his 
supporters to "defend the inalienable right of the peoSe to 
freely elect their leaders." Reeling of I a litany of alL«d 

t^;S/"i^''^°"' irregularities, AMLO demanded that 

the TEPJP order a nationwide recount, "vote by vote ballot 
box by ballot box." He called on ri^al Felipe ^aS^on " to 
act in a responsible manner and to accept, without any 
^« S!;"/ ^»^^on^±<^ recount. He added: "I recommend to 
you that for your own sake, for the sake of your relatives 

rllAll tha^ "%r"" -uPPorters, I rJcommend t^l you 

!\ consummation of a fraudulent election 

cannot be erased. ... " He warned that a complete recount was 

:r:sr:iuS:y'"^ """""'^^^ "^-^^^ ^-^^^^^^ 

4 . (U) In support of this demand, AMLO unveiled a 
three-pronged strategy. First, he called on his supporters 
to undertake continuous vigils outside IFE's 300 district 
offices allegedly to prevent tanpering with the ballot boxes 

as'Sn: ."^"r- "^'^ would ser™ 

as centers of information and decision-making for his cause 
Second, he called on his supporters to begin a strateg^ oJ 
peaceful civil disobedience, starting this week. He said he 
would form a citizens' committee to decide on the nature of 
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such acts Of civil disobedience. FinalK^^^f ^llJd I™ hi. 
.upportors to return to Mexico City on Sunday, July soffor" 
thxrd mass march and "informational i».ting;" he cialliiged 
I'^^lllV ^'''"^ " "^"^ ParticipanL to 

t'i^>.^ll ^''"'^^J^ ^ ™ contact, AMLO is meeting July 17 
with those cxvxl society member, who will form the so-called 
citizen.' committee that will decide on a strategy of 
peaceful civil disobedience, to be announced in a press 

the SJSS^^ecS!/**''?"! '"^ '^^^ ^« sati.fied if 

the TBPJP decided only to recount the votes in the 

approximately 50,000 precinct, which he apecifically 

untf?'^;*^'.™»™ '^i"* ^'^^^ planned to continue the protest. 

J? ?ff a complete, nationwide recount, 

adding that if the TEPJF failed to order such a recount, the 

country risked becoming ungovernable. 
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